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TOWN OF WELLFLEET 

LIQUOR LICENSE RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 

 

 

The following rules and regulations are adopted by the Board of Selectmen as Licensing Authority 

to apply to all licenses for the sale of alcoholic beverages to take effect July 8, 2008 and to take 

precedence over prior rules and regulations. 

 

The issuance of a new Common Victualler license does not guarantee the granting of a new liquor 

license in the future.   

 

Upon application for a Common Victualler license, the applicant must supply the Board with a 

copy of the establishment’s menu and a listing of its working hours.  Applicants for renewals of 

annual licenses and seasonal licenses must also supply the Board with a copy of their hours.   

 

The Health Agent, the Fire Inspector, and the Inspector of Buildings must inspect the 

establishments of all Common Victualler applicants.  These inspections are mandatory and must 

be completed before the license will be issued.  

 

The fee for an all alcoholic beverage license, year-round shall be $1,500; seasonal shall be $1,600. 

The fee for beer and wine license, year-round shall be $1,375; seasonal shall be $1,450.  

The fee to extend a seasonal liquor license shall be $125; fees for One Day Beer & Wine License 

$100; All Alcohol $150.  

 

The fee for any license to sell alcoholic beverages shall be paid at the time of application in the 

case of renewals and within seven days following final approval of an application for a new license. 

 

All liquor licenses must be picked up and paid for before an establishment may commence serving 

liquor. 

 

The owner, manager or principal representative, and/or the person whose name appears on any 

license for the sale of alcoholic beverages shall be responsible for the enforcement of these 

regulations on the licensed premises and shall register as such with the Board of Selectmen. 

 

The holder of a year-round license may be closed for renovations or other legitimate reasons for a 

specified period upon written approval of the Board of Selectmen. 

 

The Board of Selectmen may require every licensee to have in attendance a police officer, who 

shall perform no other duty on the premises than to enforce the law and prevent disturbances.  The 

cost of police services at the established rate will be borne by the license holder.   

 

Any licensed premise having public parking areas shall be properly lighted so that persons, 

automobiles and other objects may be easily seen. 
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Places having public parking areas or lots near their buildings shall clean the same and shall keep 

a lane open in said lots so that police may drive through. 

 

All illuminated signs advertising alcoholic beverages must be extinguished during hours when the 

sale of said beverages is prohibited. 

 

No advertising matter, screen, curtain or other obstruction, which prevents a clear view of the 

interior of licensed premises, shall be maintained in or on any window or door thereof.  (Chapter 

138, Section 1, Massachusetts General Laws) 

 

All glasses and containers in which alcoholic beverages are sold in the licensed premises shall be 

removed from all bars and tables not later than fifteen minutes after the closing time stipulated on 

the liquor license.  All music and/or entertainment shall end no later than 1:00 a.m. 

 

All patrons, members, and/or guests must vacate the public rooms of the licensed premises no later 

than twenty minutes after closing time for the sale of alcoholic beverages, as said time appears on 

the liquor license for said premises. 

 

The Licensing Board may issue licenses for the operation of a Service Bar only.  For the purpose 

of these rules and regulations, a service bar is defined as follows: 

A bar at which only an employee of the licensed establishment may receive drinks to serve 

to patrons. There shall be no tables, chairs, or stools at any service bar. 

 

Outdoor Service: 

 

A no later than 1:00 a.m. closing hour shall apply to all outdoor service unless otherwise specified 

on license. 

 

Package Goods Stores: 

 

Minimum hours of operation for holders of all alcoholic package goods store licenses shall be from 

9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. during the period of the license, unless otherwise stipulated by the 

Selectmen. 

 

Club Licenses: 

 

All licensed clubs, whether Veteran’s organizations or otherwise, may serve the alcoholic 

beverages for which they are licensed, to members and guests.  No licensed club shall display in 

the doors or windows thereof or outside said premises any advertisements indicating the sale of 

alcoholic beverages within. 

 

Special Event Licenses: 

 

Special Event Liquor Licenses shall be required by all, but not limited to, private and public 

organizations or businesses where alcohol is either sold, or for which there is an indirect charge, 

such as admission fees or contributions.  Special Event Licenses may be granted by the Licensing 
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Authority at a public hearing after review by the Police Department, Building Department, Fire 

Department and Health Department as necessary.   

 

 

Violations: 

 

Violations of any State statute or regulations or local bylaws will be dealt with as follows: 

 

A. First violation:  If a hearing determines that a violation did occur, a warning will be issued to 

the licensee. 

B. Second violation:  If a hearing determines that a second violation occurred, the liquor license 

will be suspended for a period of three days to two weeks. 

C. Third violation:  If a hearing determines that a third violation occurred, the liquor license may 

be revoked for the remainder of the licensing period. 

D. Prior to holding a hearing, the Licensing Authority shall give 14 days written notice by certified 

mail, return receipt requested, to the licensee, said notice shall be not less than three days prior 

to the date of the hearing.  Said notice shall contain the specific violations charged and the 

date, time and place of the hearing. 

 

These regulations must be posted in every establishment holding a liquor license, in a location 

clearly visible to patrons. 

 

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 138 of the Massachusetts General Laws, the 

preceding regulations are adopted by the Board of Selectmen (Local Licensing Authority).  These 

regulations shall remain in full force and effect unless amended or repealed by the Board of 

Selectmen. 

 


