
 
 

Town Shellfish Crier 

May 24, 2019 

 

1. Join Us in Congratulating Johnny Clam and Chris as Deputy Constables of the Year! 

This Tuesday, May 28, at 7:00 p.m., during the Selectboard meeting at the Council on Aging, 

the president of the Massachusetts Shellfish Officers’ Association, Paul Bagnall, will present 

the Deputy Constable of the Year awards to Assistant Shellfish Constable Johnny Clam 

Mankevetch and Deputy Shellfish Constable Chris Manulla. Your letters of support won 

them this award, so please come enjoy this special moment with them and congratulate 

them in person! Read your letters here! 

 

2. Grant Inspections Will Start in July 

The department will be busy with the quahog relay, cultching, seed planting and getting spat 

collecting devices ready in June, so grant inspections will start in July. This gives everyone 

time to get all of their ducks in a row. Please remember: Per our regulations, all buoys 

should be fluorescent yellow balls at least 20 inches in circumference marked with 2” high 

numbers and placed in correct GPS boundaries of your lease. Stop by the shellfish office for 

coordinates, if needed. There are many free GPS apps that you can download to help you 

make sure that your four corner boundaries are marked correctly. All gear should be tagged; 

tags should be in your name, even if you got gear from someone else. With the exception of 

spat collecting devices, all metal gear should be no more than 18” from the bottom and 

plastic (or another equally flexible material) gear no more than 24” from the bottom.  

 

3. Chipman’s Cove Getting Quahogs from State Relay Program Again 

Starting next Wednesday, May 29, the department will place at least 250 bushels of mixed 

quahogs (littlenecks, topnecks, etc.) in Chipman’s Cove. We will get the quahogs from the 

Taunton River through a state program that allows towns to move contaminated quahogs to 

clean waters for natural purification. The state makes us close the area to allow the quahogs 

to spawn during the summer, increasing the potential for prolific future quahog beds and 

introducing new clam genetics to the harbor. Chipman’s Cove is a perfect site for these 

quahogs as it is closed during the summer and it supports both commercial and recreational 

harvesters. The quahogs are stringently tested before they are allowed to be harvested, and 

we expect to re-open the cove as always on the last Sunday in October, the 27th.  

 

4. Wellfleet SPAT gives Shellfish Dept. a $17,700 Grant to Support Community Shellfishing 

We are pleased to announce that Wellfleet SPAT, the nonprofit that produces the annual 

Wellfleet OysterFest, has awarded the Wellfleet Shellfish Department a $17,700 grant to 

support its community recreational shellfishing program. One of the primary focuses of the 

program will be increased quahog propagation efforts in Chipman’s Cove as described 

above, as well as our sea clam cultching operations, which provides the perfect habitat for 

http://www.wellfleet-ma.gov/sites/wellfleetma/files/u481/johnny_and_chris_msoa_letters_of_support.pdf
https://wellfleetspat.org/


oysters to settle on and grow. Last year, SPAT awarded $12,000 to the Shellfish Dept. to 

help us buy more oyster and clam seed and made a $10,000 donation to the Town’s 

dredging fund. Many thanks to SPAT for being such an amazing partner and supporting the 

town’s shellfishing community and resources. 

 

5. Shellfish Loan Fund 

Wellfleet SPAT and the Community Development Partnership (CDP) created a loan fund to 

specifically meet the needs of shellfishermen in Wellfleet. This fund finances working capital 

and operational expenses up to $20,000. The CDP offers application and business assistance. 

Click here to learn more about the Shellfish Loan Fund or please contact Pam Andersen, CDP 

Director of Business and Credit Programs. 

 

6. Lieutenant Island South Closes on June 1 

Starting next Saturday, June 1, the southern part of Lieutenant Island (Audubon area) from 

the osprey pole across Hatch’s Creek to the Eastham Town Line and all flats eastward of that 

line will close to all shellfish harvesting. However, Shellfish Advisory Board will discuss 

changing that regulation to accommodate clam harvesting by changing the wording from 

“closed to the taking of shellfish” to “closed to the taking of oysters.” The meeting will take 

place from 9-11 a.m. on Thursday, June 13, in the basement conference room at Town Hall. 

 

Contact Nancy at nancy.civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov or 617-901-7193 with ideas for 

information to include in these communications. Thank you! 

 

Nancy Civetta  John Mankevetch  Chris Manulla 

Shellfish Constable  Assistant Shellfish Constable Deputy Shellfish Constable 

617-901-7193  508-962-0691   508-962-8934 

https://www.capecdp.org/local-business/fishing/shell-fish-loan-fund
mailto:pam@capecdp.org
mailto:nancy.civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov

