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Dear Senator Manchin, Chairman, Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, 
Senator John Barrasso Ranking Member, and 
Senator Angus King, Chairman, National Parks Subcommittee  
 
As Town Administrator of Wellfleet and on behalf of the town of Wellfleet, your support is urged for 
S.2158. This bill, if passed, would reauthorize the Cape Cod National Seashore (CCNS) Advisory 
Commission for 10 years, retroactive to 2018 when the previous charter expired. The Advisory 
Commission is the oldest in the nation with representatives from each of the six towns where the 
National Seashore exists. 
 
This bill has profound importance for the future management of CCNS and its critical partnership and 
relationships with the six local towns within its boundary. There has been tremendous support for the 
Advisory Commission from the Select Board and citizens of our town.  
 
For over almost 60 years of operation, the Advisory Commission has provided the key forum for 
coordination and communication between the local communities and the National Park Service 
management and has been an outstanding example of a partnership in cooperative land stewardship 
in the National Park System. 
 
The CCNS Advisory Commission was authorized in 1961, as part of the National Seashore’s enabling 
legislation. As stated in Section 8, its purpose is “to provide a means of ongoing consultation and 
liaison with private, local, and community interests that were expected to remain within the seashore.”  

CCNS was established with a pattern of land ownership and management that is most unusual in the 
National Park System.  Most national parks are many miles away from any town. The boundaries of 
Cape Cod National Seashore incorporated significant portions of the six Lower Cape towns. The 
towns, however, retained ownership of numerous parcels within the National Seashore including 
ponds, beaches, parking lots and roads; and over 600 parcels within the bounds of Cape Cod 
National Seashore are privately owned. Activities on all these lands can have potentially profound 
effects on protected resources, and vice versa. 
 
Consequently, there was intense political debate about and considerable local opposition to the 
original proposal to create CCNS. The need for a forum for open, constructive dialogue where the 
towns and private sector had a voice was solved by the establishment of the CCNS Advisory 
Commission; and that need continues today as new issues emerge and others reappear. It is fair to 
say that the CCNS Advisory Commission was one of the keys to the successful establishment of 
Cape Cod National Seashore. 
 
It is imperative that the CCNS Advisory Commission resume its operations at this time as the six local 
communities and the National Park Service must now address and coordinate on many critical public 
safety issues including the proliferation of great white sharks in waters adjacent to National Seashore 
and town beaches: the potential complications from the coronavirus situation; and many facilities and 
infrastructure projects that have bearing on CCNS and the towns. 

 
The cost of operating the Advisory Commission is negligible.  All members serve voluntarily and are 
not reimbursed for expenses. The CCNS costs include listing meetings in the Federal Register, a 
court reporter, GPO publication of meeting minutes and staff support for 6 or 7 meetings a year. It is 
abundantly clear that modest cost for the annual operation of the Advisory Commission pays 
invaluable dividends and assures the smooth operation of CCNS. 
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The Advisory Commission has the full support of all six towns, the Governor Baker administration and 
all sectors of the community including private businesses and home owners. It is therefore urged that 
you approve S. 2158 and support its prompt passage. 
 
   
Sincerely, 
  
 NAME 
TITLE 
ADDRESS 
PHONE 
 
CC:  
Senator Edward Markey 
Senator Elizabeth Warren 
Representative William Keating  
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