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Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com>

for 3/22-to discuss procedures for following through on grant forfeiture 
1 message

Nancy Civetta <Nancy.Civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov> Mon, Mar 14, 2022 at 7:19 PM
To: Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com>

Hi Ryan,
 
Here is my stab at the agenda item for March 22:
-Review and discuss procedures when aquaculture grant licenses are forfeited per town regulations and/or
Mass. General Law.
 
There are two instances of forfeitures in our regulations: one for non-payment of annual grant fees (after six months) and
two for not requesting a public hearing once you have been notified about failing to make minimum productivity.
 
ONE
Per the Town’s Shellfishing Policy and Regulations Section 7.3 Annual License Fee: 

The annual fee for an aquaculture license to be paid to the Town by each licensee shall be $25.00 per acre (or
portion thereof), as required by MGL Chapter 130; Section 64. Annual fees are due each year by February 28,
when annual grant reports are due. 
 
Additionally, per Mass. General Law, Chapter 130, Section 64: 

“Every such licensee or transferee shall pay to the city or town, on or before a date to be fixed by the alderman,
city council or selectmen, an annual fee of not less than five nor more than twenty-five dollars per acre, or part
thereof. If any such fee is not paid within six months after it becomes due the license shall thereupon be
forfeited.” 
 
The Shellfish Constable could simply notify the grant holder, Selectboard and Principal Clerk that this has happened and
the license has been forfeited,  or could bring it to the Selectboard as a business agenda item to more formally revoke the
license.
 
TWO
Per the Town’s Shellfishing Policy and Regulations, Sections 

7.12.2. Failure to Meet Production Levels

Failure of the licensee/s to meet the specified production level for any three (3) consecutive years may result in the forfeit
of the aquaculture license and licensed area, as stated in MGL Chapter 130; Section 65.

 

7.13.3. Notification of Failure to Meet Minimal Requirements

Subsequent to the filing of the annual report, the Constable will notify any license holder who, in the opinion of the
Constable, has failed to meet the minimum requirements. The license holder has the right to appeal to the Selectboard
within two weeks after notification. If no appeal is filed on a timely basis, the license will be forfeited.

 

Per Mass. General Law Ch. 130:

Section 57: Shellfish aquaculture licenses

(This was too long to copy here, but I have linked to the section, and here is the sentence regarding revocation.)

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXIX/Chapter130/Section57
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“Said license may be revoked by the city council, selectmen or the director for failure to comply with any terms, conditions
or regulations set forth by these entities, or for lack of substantial use of the licensed area.”

 

Section 65: Annual report of shellfish planted, produced and marketed; estimate of growing shellfish; forfeiture for
deficiency

Every licensee or transferee of a license referred to in section fifty-seven shall submit on oath on or before February 28 in
each year to the director and to the city council or selectmen of the city or town wherein the licensed area is situated a
report of the total number of each kind of shellfish planted, produced or marketed during the preceding year upon or from
such licensed area, and an estimate of the total number of each kind of shellfish at the time of such report planted or
growing thereon. The city council or selectmen may specify a reasonable yearly market value to be produced by each
shellfish project licensed pursuant to section fifty-seven. Failure of the licensed shellfish project to meet such a value for
any three consecutive years thereafter may result in a forfeit of the shellfish aquaculture license and licensed area.

 

Again, the Shellfish Constable could simply notify the grant holder, Selectboard and Principal Clerk that this has
happened and the license has been forfeited,  or could bring it to the Selectboard as a business agenda item to more
formally revoke the license.

 

Here is the revocation section of the Town’s regulations:

11.3. Authority to Revoke Aquaculture License

The Selectboard or the Director of the Division of Marine Fisheries may revoke an area license in accordance with the
provisions set forth in MGL Chapter 130, Sections 57 & 65.  In the event that a license is revoked, that individual may not
possess seed nor harvest shellfish from any licenses area in the Town.         

 

I can prepare a memo for the Selectboard with the above information. Happy to hear your feedback first.

 

Thanks,

Nancy

 

Nancy Civetta

Shellfish Constable

Town of Wellfleet

C: 617-901-7193

O: 508-349-0325

E: nancy.civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov

300 Main St.

Wellfleet, MA 02667

Check for news and updates on Facebook.

 

mailto:nancy.civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov
https://www.google.com/maps/search/300+Main+St.+%0D%0A+Wellfleet,+MA+02667?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/300+Main+St.+%0D%0A+Wellfleet,+MA+02667?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.facebook.com/wellfleetshellfishdepartment/
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Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com>

Grady forfeiture of Wellfleet grant #95-15 

Nancy Civetta <Nancy.Civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov> Thu, Mar 24, 2022 at 8:27 AM
To: "Schooner Grady (schoond@hotmail.com)" <schoond@hotmail.com>
Cc: Board of Selectmen <BoS@wellfleet-ma.gov>, Jeanne Maclauchlan <Jeanne.Maclauchlan@wellfleet-ma.gov>, Rebekah
Eldridge <Rebekah.Eldridge@wellfleet-ma.gov>, "Chrissy M. Petitpas Ph. D. (christian.petitpas@state.ma.us)"
<christian.petitpas@state.ma.us>, "Gabe Lundgren (gabriel.lundgren@state.ma.us)" <gabriel.lundgren@state.ma.us>

Luene and Schooner Grady

100 Gull Pond Rd.

Wellfleet, MA 02667

 

March 24, 2022

 

Dear Luene and Schooner:

 

As its meeting on Tuesday, March 22, 2022, the Town of Wellfleet Selectboard confirmed that a grant forfeiture is
automatic when someone does not meet the deadline specified in the regulations for requesting a public hearing, as
follows:

 

7.13.3. Notification of Failure to Meet Minimal Requirements

Subsequent to the filing of the annual report, the Constable will notify any license holder who, in the opinion of the
Constable, has failed to meet the minimum requirements. The license holder has the right to appeal to the
Selectboard within two weeks after notification. If no appeal is filed on a timely basis, the license will be forfeited.

 

Since you did not request a public hearing within two weeks from when your certified mail return receipts were signed as
delivered to each of you, I regret to inform you that you have forfeited your license for grant #95-15. As we have
discussed and documented, your history of non-usage of this grant goes back at least a decade.

 

I am copying the Town of Wellfleet Selectboard, the Wellfleet Principal Clerk, the Executive Assistant to the Town
Administrator and the Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries on this notice so all are notified about this grant
forfeiture.

 

Sincerely,

Nancy Civetta

Shellfish Constable

Town of Wellfleet

 

CC:         Town of Wellfleet Selectboard, Ryan Curley, Chair

https://www.google.com/maps/search/100+Gull+Pond+Rd.+%0D%0A+Wellfleet,+MA+02667?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/100+Gull+Pond+Rd.+%0D%0A+Wellfleet,+MA+02667?entry=gmail&source=g
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               Jeanne Maclauchlan, Principal Clerk

               Rebekah Eldridge, Executive Assistant to the Town Administrator

               Chrissy Petitpas, Senior Aquaculture Biologist, Mass. Division of Marine Fisheries

 

 

Nancy Civetta

Shellfish Constable

Town of Wellfleet

C: 617-901-7193

O: 508-349-0325

E: nancy.civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov

300 Main St.

Wellfleet, MA 02667

Check for news and updates on Facebook.

 

Grady Wellfleet grant #95-15 forfeiture 3-24-2022.pdf 
300K

mailto:nancy.civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov
https://www.google.com/maps/search/300+Main+St.+%0D%0A+Wellfleet,+MA+02667?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/300+Main+St.+%0D%0A+Wellfleet,+MA+02667?entry=gmail&source=g
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Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com>

Luene Grady 
6 messages

Rebekah Eldridge <Rebekah.Eldridge@wellfleet-ma.gov> Tue, Apr 5, 2022 at 11:15 AM
To: Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com>
Cc: Charles Sumner <Charles.Sumner@wellfleet-ma.gov>, Nancy Civetta <Nancy.Civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov>, Chris Manulla
<Chris.Manulla@wellfleet-ma.gov>

Good Moring 😊

I just spent 10 minutes on the phone with Luene. She claims she was supposed to be on the March 22nd

Selectboard meeting to discuss with the board her Grant Forfeiture. According to the shellfish department she
was notified and had two weeks to ask for a hearing or to be on the agenda. She did not.

She isn’t accepting that she has forfeited her grant and wants to appeal to the board. I am not sure how you want
me to handle this. I told her I would reach out and get your feedback.

Thoughts?

Thanks

Rebekah

 

 

 

Rebekah L . Eldridge

Executive Assistant to the Town Administrator

(508) 349-0300 ext 1100

774-383-2609 (cell)

M-F 8am-12noon; 1pm-4pm

 

Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com> Tue, Apr 5, 2022 at 11:38 AM
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To: Rebekah Eldridge <Rebekah.Eldridge@wellfleet-ma.gov>, Rebecca Roughley <Rebecca.Roughley@wellfleet-ma.gov>,
Charles Sumner <Charles.Sumner@wellfleet-ma.gov>

So... The letter sent by the department said to call town hall essentially to appeal. This process was not addressed in the
previous Selectboard meeting but it should require something in writing. They can be directed to town hall to help
facilitate the paperwork etc but the bottom line is that it needs to be in writing a verbal request to appeal without any
additional documentation is highly problematic. I've attached the letter sent here. I think we have to grant the hearing
because of the lack of documentation and an inability to prove the she did not call. That might be possible to remedy to
some extent by going though the call logs but that would be a significant undertaking.

I think I will need to put an item on the boards agenda to discuss this. 

If I was in the role of the constable I would have a form for an appeal go with the letter. There would be a envelope with
the return address included as well. I would also have an electronic PDF with fillable fields listed in the letter both with a
url address to download it and a qr code to do the same and encourage them to submit it electronically to a number of
email addresses because it is better that way.  

[Quoted text hidden]

2 attachments

image001.png 
11K

Grady minimum productivity mailing 2-4-2022.pdf 
1328K

Rebekah Eldridge <Rebekah.Eldridge@wellfleet-ma.gov> Tue, Apr 5, 2022 at 11:53 AM
To: Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com>, Rebecca Roughley <Rebecca.Roughley@wellfleet-ma.gov>, Charles Sumner
<Charles.Sumner@wellfleet-ma.gov>

I know it was sent certified because I have a copy of the green cards. I spoke to her first on March 15th. Which is
past the deadline. I agree with you but Nancy has spoken to her numerous times (I was there for a few of them)
she doesn’t like the word no. Do you want it on this upcoming agenda? I just know Nancy was really nice to her but
was following the shellfish regulations but totally your call

[Quoted text hidden]

Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com> Tue, Apr 5, 2022 at 12:22 PM
To: Rebekah Eldridge <Rebekah.Eldridge@wellfleet-ma.gov>
Cc: Rebecca Roughley <Rebecca.Roughley@wellfleet-ma.gov>, Charles Sumner <Charles.Sumner@wellfleet-ma.gov>

The process must include adequate documentation that meets legal standards, which means it should be in writing.
Those standards have not been met. It is like an apparel to any other regulatory board. If a person is building a structure
and the building inspector denies the building permit they can then appeal to the ZBA it must be in writing and the date of
receipt is recorded.

I will add it to the agenda with all of the other expected appeals.  I think those are going to be on one of the May
meetings, 
[Quoted text hidden]
--  
Sincerely,
Ryan Curley 
(508)-246-4718

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/2/?ui=2&ik=8971138ddc&view=att&th=17ffa6039679fadf&attid=0.1&disp=inline&realattid=17ffa515b024cff311&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/2/?ui=2&ik=8971138ddc&view=att&th=17ffa6039679fadf&attid=0.2&disp=attd&realattid=17ffa576b7cc95af2121&safe=1&zw
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Ryan.D.Curley@gmail.com

Rebecca Roughley <Rebecca.Roughley@wellfleet-ma.gov> Tue, Apr 5, 2022 at 12:36 PM
To: Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com>, Rebekah Eldridge <Rebekah.Eldridge@wellfleet-ma.gov>
Cc: Charles Sumner <Charles.Sumner@wellfleet-ma.gov>

Hi – since we are comparing this to the ZBA, the regulations state that the appeal is to the SB, so the SB / and or clerk of
the SB would be the one that has the appeal form in their office.  When you appeal a building permit you don’t go to the
building inspector, you go to the zba clerk.  This is just an observation, also maybe the regs should spell out the appeals
process more clearly?

 

Rebecca Roughley, MCPPO

Assistant Town Administrator

300 Main Street, Wellfleet, MA 02667

(Work) 508-349-0349 X1112

(Cell) 774-392-1457

 

From: Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 5, 2022 12:22 PM 
To: Rebekah Eldridge <Rebekah.Eldridge@wellfleet-ma.gov> 
Cc: Rebecca Roughley <Rebecca.Roughley@wellfleet-ma.gov>; Charles Sumner <Charles.Sumner@wellfleet-ma.gov> 
Subject: Re: Luene Grady

 

The process must include adequate documentation that meets legal standards, which means it should be in writing.
Those standards have not been met. It is like an apparel to any other regulatory board. If a person is building a structure
and the building inspector denies the building permit they can then appeal to the ZBA it must be in writing and the date of
receipt is recorded.

 

I will add it to the agenda with all of the other expected appeals.  I think those are going to be on one of the May
meetings, 

 

On Tue, Apr 5, 2022 at 11:53 AM Rebekah Eldridge <Rebekah.Eldridge@wellfleet-ma.gov> wrote:

I know it was sent certified because I have a copy of the green cards. I spoke to her first on March 15th.
Which is past the deadline. I agree with you but Nancy has spoken to her numerous times (I was there for a few
of them) she doesn’t like the word no. Do you want it on this upcoming agenda? I just know Nancy was really nice
to her but was following the shellfish regulations but totally your call

 

From: Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, April 5, 2022 11:38 AM 
To: Rebekah Eldridge <Rebekah.Eldridge@wellfleet-ma.gov>; Rebecca Roughley <Rebecca.Roughley@wellfleet-
ma.gov>; Charles Sumner <Charles.Sumner@wellfleet-ma.gov> 
Subject: Re: Luene Grady

 

mailto:Ryan.D.Curley@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/300+Main+Street,+Wellfleet,+MA+02667?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:ryan.d.curley@gmail.com
mailto:Rebekah.Eldridge@wellfleet-ma.gov
mailto:Rebecca.Roughley@wellfleet-ma.gov
mailto:Charles.Sumner@wellfleet-ma.gov
mailto:Rebekah.Eldridge@wellfleet-ma.gov
mailto:ryan.d.curley@gmail.com
mailto:Rebekah.Eldridge@wellfleet-ma.gov
mailto:Rebecca.Roughley@wellfleet-ma.gov
mailto:Charles.Sumner@wellfleet-ma.gov
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So... The letter sent by the department said to call town hall essentially to appeal. This process was not addressed in
the previous Selectboard meeting but it should require something in writing. They can be directed to town hall to help
facilitate the paperwork etc but the bottom line is that it needs to be in writing a verbal request to appeal without any
additional documentation is highly problematic. I've attached the letter sent here. I think we have to grant the hearing
because of the lack of documentation and an inability to prove the she did not call. That might be possible to remedy to
some extent by going though the call logs but that would be a significant undertaking.

 

I think I will need to put an item on the boards agenda to discuss this. 

 

If I was in the role of the constable I would have a form for an appeal go with the letter. There would be a envelope with
the return address included as well. I would also have an electronic PDF with fillable fields listed in the letter both with
a url address to download it and a qr code to do the same and encourage them to submit it electronically to a number
of email addresses because it is better that way.  

 

 

 

On Tue, Apr 5, 2022, 11:15 AM Rebekah Eldridge <Rebekah.Eldridge@wellfleet-ma.gov> wrote:

Good Moring 😊

I just spent 10 minutes on the phone with Luene. She claims she was supposed to be on the March 22nd

Selectboard meeting to discuss with the board her Grant Forfeiture. According to the shellfish department
she was notified and had two weeks to ask for a hearing or to be on the agenda. She did not.

She isn’t accepting that she has forfeited her grant and wants to appeal to the board. I am not sure how you
want me to handle this. I told her I would reach out and get your feedback.

Thoughts?

Thanks

Rebekah

 

 

 

Rebekah L . Eldridge

Executive Assistant to the Town Administrator

(508) 349-0300 ext 1100

774-383-2609 (cell)

M-F 8am-12noon; 1pm-4pm

 

[Quoted text hidden]

mailto:Rebekah.Eldridge@wellfleet-ma.gov
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Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com> Tue, Apr 5, 2022 at 12:47 PM
To: Rebecca Roughley <Rebecca.Roughley@wellfleet-ma.gov>
Cc: Rebekah Eldridge <Rebekah.Eldridge@wellfleet-ma.gov>, Charles Sumner <Charles.Sumner@wellfleet-ma.gov>

The appeal is supposed to be the Selectboard. That is how the regs are written. 

7.13.3. Notification of Failure to Meet Minimal Requirements 
Subsequent to the filing of the annual report, the Constable will notify any license holder who, in the opinion of the
Constable, has failed to meet the minimum requirements. The license holder has the right to appeal to the
Selectboard within two weeks after notification. If no appeal is filed on a timely basis, the license will be forfeited. 
[Quoted text hidden]
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Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com>

March 8 Business agenda item request 
11 messages

Nancy Civetta <Nancy.Civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov> Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 1:32 PM
To: Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com>, Charles Sumner <Charles.Sumner@wellfleet-ma.gov>
Cc: Jeanne Maclauchlan <Jeanne.Maclauchlan@wellfleet-ma.gov>, Rebekah Eldridge <Rebekah.Eldridge@wellfleet-
ma.gov>

Dear Ryan and Charlie:

 

The Shellfish Department has been trying to work with Luene and Schooner Grady for more than three years to help them
get their one-acre shellfish grant on Egg Island to make minimum productivity, which would be $1,000 worth of shellfish
sales a year. Unfortunately, they have not been able to do that.

 

Please find here attached the letter I sent to both Luene and Schooner Grady individually on February 4, 2022, per our
regulations. I have also included the certified mail receipts and the return receipt requested showing that they signed for it
on February 10, 2022. According to our regulations, this means that they should have appealed this to the Selectboard by
February 24, 2022.

 

7.13.3. Notification of Failure to Meet Minimal Requirements

Subsequent to the filing of the annual report, the Constable will notify any license holder who, in the opinion of the Constable, has
failed to meet the minimum requirements. The license holder has the right to appeal to the Selectboard within two weeks after
notification. If no appeal is filed on a timely basis, the license will be forfeited.

 

Therefore, per Section 11.3 below, I am requesting a business agenda item for the Selectboard to formally consider
revoking this aquaculture license.

 

11.3. Authority to Revoke Aquaculture License

The Selectboard or the Director of the Division of Marine Fisheries may revoke an area license in accordance with the provisions set forth
in MGL Chapter 130, Sections 57 & 65.  In the event that a license is revoked, that individual may not possess seed nor harvest shellfish
from any licenses area in the Town.         

 

There is nothing in our regulations that specifies a public hearing to revoke a license. It was their right to request a public
hearing in front of the Selectboard, but they did not do that on a timely basis as outlined in our regulations. I researched
MGL Chapter 130, Sections 57 and 65, and neither specifies that a public hearing is necessary. Neither do our
regulations.

 

Here is what I have put together for your review to this regard:

 

According to MGL Ch. 130 (emphasis added):

Section 57: Shellfish aquaculture licenses

http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXIX/Chapter130/Section57
http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXIX/Chapter130/Section65
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXIX/Chapter130/Section57
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(This was too long to copy here, but I have linked to the section, and here is the sentence regarding revocation.)

“Said license may be revoked by the city council, selectmen or the director for failure to comply with any terms,
conditions or regulations set forth by these entities, or for lack of substantial use of the licensed area.”

 

Section 65: Annual report of shellfish planted, produced and marketed; estimate of growing shellfish; forfeiture for
deficiency

Every licensee or transferee of a license referred to in section fifty-seven shall submit on oath on or before February 28 in
each year to the director and to the city council or selectmen of the city or town wherein the licensed area is situated a
report of the total number of each kind of shellfish planted, produced or marketed during the preceding year upon or from
such licensed area, and an estimate of the total number of each kind of shellfish at the time of such report planted or
growing thereon. The city council or selectmen may specify a reasonable yearly market value to be produced by each
shellfish project licensed pursuant to section fifty-seven. Failure of the licensed shellfish project to meet such a value
for any three consecutive years thereafter may result in a forfeit of the shellfish aquaculture license and licensed
area.

 

Here are the Town regulations (emphasis and italics added):

3.2. Posting of Hearings about Aquaculture Licenses, Held by the Selectboard

As required by MGL Chapter 130; Section 60, all hearings held by the Selectboard for the granting, transferring or
renewal (not revocation) of aquaculture licenses must be posted in three public places, and advertised in a local
newspaper at least ten (10) days before that hearing is to take place, as well as the Town’s web site as soon as the date
of the hearing has been determined by the Board.  The posting must provide the name of the applicant(s), their
residence, and the date of the filing of the application, and the specific location and description of the acreage to be
licensed.

 

7.13.3. Notification of Failure to Meet Minimal Requirements

Subsequent to the filing of the annual report, the Constable will notify any license holder who, in the opinion of the
Constable, has failed to meet the minimum requirements. The license holder has the right to appeal to the
Selectboard within two weeks after notification. If no appeal is filed on a timely basis, the license will be forfeited.

 

11.3. Authority to Revoke Aquaculture License

The Selectboard or the Director of the Division of Marine Fisheries may revoke an area license in accordance with
the provisions set forth in MGL Chapter 130, Sections 57 & 65.  In the event that a license is revoked, that individual
may not possess seed nor harvest shellfish from any licenses area in the Town.        

 

Neither section 57 nor 65 specify that a public hearing is necessary; nor do our Town regulations. Please confirm that you
can add this to the March 8 business agenda, and I will prepare a memo for the BOS packet.

 

Thank you,

Nancy

 

Nancy Civetta

Shellfish Constable

Town of Wellfleet

C: 617-901-7193
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O: 508-349-0325

E: nancy.civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov

300 Main St.

Wellfleet, MA 02667

Check for news and updates on Facebook.

 

2 attachments

Grady minimum productivity mailing 2-4-2022.pdf 
1328K

Grady Return Receipts 2-10-2022 and Certified Mail Receipts 2-4.pdf 
416K

Nancy Civetta <Nancy.Civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov> Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 1:36 PM
To: Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com>, Charles Sumner <Charles.Sumner@wellfleet-ma.gov>
Cc: Jeanne Maclauchlan <Jeanne.Maclauchlan@wellfleet-ma.gov>, Rebekah Eldridge <Rebekah.Eldridge@wellfleet-
ma.gov>

I forgot the motion. See attached.

 

Nancy Civetta

Shellfish Constable

Town of Wellfleet

C: 617-901-7193

O: 508-349-0325

E: nancy.civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov

300 Main St.

Wellfleet, MA 02667

Check for news and updates on Facebook.

 

[Quoted text hidden]

AGENDA ITEM REQUEST W-MOTION Grady grant #95-15.doc 
124K

Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com> Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 2:53 PM
To: Nancy Civetta <Nancy.Civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov>
Cc: Charles Sumner <Charles.Sumner@wellfleet-ma.gov>, Jeanne Maclauchlan <Jeanne.Maclauchlan@wellfleet-ma.gov>,
Rebekah Eldridge <Rebekah.Eldridge@wellfleet-ma.gov>, Rebecca Roughley <Rebecca.Roughley@wellfleet-ma.gov>

Annual reports are due on February 28th not on February 4th are regs are specific that such a letter can be issued
subsequent (not prior to) the due date of the annual report and they then have two weeks to appeal. Additionally, a failure
to provide an accurate and timely report can be cause for the revocation of a license. The licensees need to be re-notified

mailto:nancy.civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov
https://www.google.com/maps/search/300+Main+St.+%0D%0A+Wellfleet,+MA+02667?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/300+Main+St.+%0D%0A+Wellfleet,+MA+02667?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.facebook.com/wellfleetshellfishdepartment/
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/2/?ui=2&ik=8971138ddc&view=att&th=17f4be75784a8e0c&attid=0.1&disp=attd&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/2/?ui=2&ik=8971138ddc&view=att&th=17f4be75784a8e0c&attid=0.2&disp=attd&safe=1&zw
mailto:nancy.civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov
https://www.google.com/maps/search/300+Main+St.+%0D%0A+Wellfleet,+MA+02667?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/300+Main+St.+%0D%0A+Wellfleet,+MA+02667?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.facebook.com/wellfleetshellfishdepartment/
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/2/?ui=2&ik=8971138ddc&view=att&th=17f4bebb1b4d588e&attid=0.1&disp=attd&safe=1&zw


4/7/22, 10:55 AM Gmail - March 8 Business agenda item request

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/2/?ik=8971138ddc&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1726213968928345612&simpl=msg-f%3A1726213968… 4/6

as the notification was issued prior to and not subsequent to the due date of the annual report unless they had submitted
their annual report prior to February 28th. 

7.13.1. Due Date
Licensees shall file annual reports under oath, on their activities in accordance with MGL Chapter 130; 
Section 65 on or before February 28th of the following year. The report must include any changes or 
deviation from the original plan filed with the original application or any subsequent application. 
[Quoted text hidden]

Nancy Civetta <Nancy.Civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov> Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 3:11 PM
To: Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com>
Cc: Charles Sumner <Charles.Sumner@wellfleet-ma.gov>, Jeanne Maclauchlan <Jeanne.Maclauchlan@wellfleet-ma.gov>,
Rebekah Eldridge <Rebekah.Eldridge@wellfleet-ma.gov>, Rebecca Roughley <Rebecca.Roughley@wellfleet-ma.gov>

Hello again all,

 

Apologies for any confusion. The actions of this department are based on not having received an annual report from them
2020 and seeing no aquaculture activity on grant #95-15 in 2021. There will be no grant report for 2021, because they
never went out there. We waited for the end of 2021 to give them every chance possible. This grant has not been
productive at least since I started in August of 2017 (four years), and my colleagues had been trying to work with them
before that. Mass. General Law and our Town regulations state three years of not meeting minimum productivity may
result in forfeiture. This is what I am bringing to the Selectboard for consideration. Again, our actions are based on no
report in 2020 and no activity in 2021.

 

Thank you,

Nancy

 

Nancy Civetta

Shellfish Constable

Town of Wellfleet

C: 617-901-7193

O: 508-349-0325

E: nancy.civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov

300 Main St.

Wellfleet, MA 02667

Check for news and updates on Facebook.

 

[Quoted text hidden]

Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com> Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 3:14 PM
To: Charles Sumner <Charles.Sumner@wellfleet-ma.gov>

I think it is intended that the revocation of the aquaculture license does not require a hearing unless it is appealed. MGL
seems consistent with that. I am concerned about the distinction between a permit and a licensee.

11.3. Authority to Revoke Aquaculture License 
The Selectboard or the Director of the Division of Marine Fisheries may revoke an area license in accordance with the

mailto:nancy.civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov
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https://mail.google.com/mail/u/2/?ik=8971138ddc&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1726213968928345612&simpl=msg-f%3A1726213968… 5/6

provisions set forth in MGL Chapter 130, Sections 57 & 65. In the event that a license is revoked, that individual may not
possess seed nor harvest shellfish from any licenses area in the Town. 

11.7. Revocation of Shellfishing Permits 
The Selectboard reserves the right to revoke any such permit for particularly egregious violations and/or a pattern of
abuse of these regulations. In the event that a permit is revoked, that individual may not harvest shellfish in the Town nor
be aboard any vessel which is actively engaged in shellfishing until their permit is restored, with licensed areas being the
only exception. A public hearing must be held within 30 days to allow a permit holder to appeal the revocation or
suspension of said permit. 
[Quoted text hidden]
--  
Sincerely,
Ryan Curley 
(508)-246-4718
Ryan.D.Curley@gmail.com

Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com> Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 3:24 PM
To: Nancy Civetta <Nancy.Civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov>
Cc: Charles Sumner <Charles.Sumner@wellfleet-ma.gov>, Jeanne Maclauchlan <Jeanne.Maclauchlan@wellfleet-ma.gov>,
Rebekah Eldridge <Rebekah.Eldridge@wellfleet-ma.gov>, Rebecca Roughley <Rebecca.Roughley@wellfleet-ma.gov>

Ok, I will put it on the agenda for March 22nd. I am not entirely comfortable taking any action on it if there is no public
hearing associated with it. 

On Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 2:53 PM Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com> wrote: 
[Quoted text hidden]

[Quoted text hidden]

Nancy Civetta <Nancy.Civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov> Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 3:27 PM
To: Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com>
Cc: Charles Sumner <Charles.Sumner@wellfleet-ma.gov>, Jeanne Maclauchlan <Jeanne.Maclauchlan@wellfleet-ma.gov>,
Rebekah Eldridge <Rebekah.Eldridge@wellfleet-ma.gov>, Rebecca Roughley <Rebecca.Roughley@wellfleet-ma.gov>

OK. So, for clarity: Are you saying that we should advertise a public hearing even though not required by our regs and
MGL? It is fine if that is what you would like to do; I just want to make sure I am understanding you as I have another. I
will send that now – just finished it.

 

Nancy Civetta

Shellfish Constable

Town of Wellfleet

C: 617-901-7193

O: 508-349-0325

E: nancy.civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov

300 Main St.

Wellfleet, MA 02667

Check for news and updates on Facebook.

 

From: Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, March 2, 2022 3:25 PM 
To: Nancy Civetta <Nancy.Civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov> 
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Cc: Charles Sumner <Charles.Sumner@wellfleet-ma.gov>; Jeanne Maclauchlan <Jeanne.Maclauchlan@wellfleet-
ma.gov>; Rebekah Eldridge <Rebekah.Eldridge@wellfleet-ma.gov>; Rebecca Roughley <Rebecca.Roughley@wellfleet-
ma.gov> 
Subject: Re: March 8 Business agenda item request

 

Ok, I will put it on the agenda for March 22nd. I am not entirely comfortable taking any action on it if there is no public
hearing associated with it. 

[Quoted text hidden]

Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com> Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 3:38 PM
To: Nancy Civetta <Nancy.Civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov>

I would feel more comfortable if it was advertised. 
[Quoted text hidden]

Nancy Civetta <Nancy.Civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov> Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 3:41 PM
To: Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com>

So should I advertise Toby’s as well?

[Quoted text hidden]

Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com> Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 3:56 PM
To: Nancy Civetta <Nancy.Civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov>

Put both on pause for sec trying to clarify a couple of things. 
[Quoted text hidden]

Nancy Civetta <Nancy.Civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov> Wed, Mar 2, 2022 at 4:51 PM
To: Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com>

How can I help?

Nancy Civetta

Shellfish Constable

Town of Wellfleet

C: 617-901-7193

O: 508-349-0325

E: nancy.civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov

300 Main St.

Wellfleet, MA 02667

Check for news and updates on Facebook.

[Quoted text hidden]
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Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com>

Shellfish Appeal Application 

Rebekah Eldridge <Rebekah.Eldridge@wellfleet-ma.gov> Wed, Apr 6, 2022 at 12:28 PM
To: Ryan Curley <ryan.d.curley@gmail.com>
Cc: Rebecca Roughley <Rebecca.Roughley@wellfleet-ma.gov>, Nancy Civetta <Nancy.Civetta@wellfleet-ma.gov>

Hi,

So with Rebecca’s help I have created an application for the shellfish appeal process.

I have attached it for you to look over.

There is a fee at the bottom for the applicant of $175 to cover the cost of the advertisement and administration
time. There are 7 copies required so each selectboard member has a copy for the hearing, I have a copy for the
file in my office and the shellfish department gets a copy for their files.

I have also attached the letter that is being sent to Luene and Schooner Grady regarding their grant forfeiture.  

 

 

 

Rebekah L . Eldridge

Executive Assistant to the Town Administrator

(508) 349-0300 ext 1100

774-383-2609 (cell)

M-F 8am-12noon; 1pm-4pm

 

2 attachments

Shellfish Appeal Application RE 4-6-2022.docx 
151K

Letter from Selectboard to Luene Grady 4-6-2022.docx 
136K
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    WELLFLEET SELECTBOARD    
  300 MAIN STREET   WELLFLEET MA 02667 
   Phone (508) 349-0300 Fax (508) 349-0305 
     www.wellfleet-ma.gov 

 

Dear Luene,         April 6, 2022 

     Thank you for contacting the Wellfleet Selectboard office through Rebekah Eldridge. We 
have gone through the correspondence between you and the Wellfleet Shellfish Department 
dating back to July 2019 when you first went into the office and had a conversation with the 
Shellfish Constable Nancy Civetta. She sent you a letter thanking you for coming in and 
explained in detail the timeline of your grant from when it was first started in 1996. She gave 
you the reports of the grant which documented no production on the grant for many years.  

You and Schooner Grady were then sent via certified mail on January 31, 2022, a notice 
that the grant was going to be forfeited for lack of production and grant reports. Both the green 
cards were signed by you and Schooner, in that letter it stated you had 14 days to request a public 
hearing with the Selectboard which would have been a date of February 13, 2022. There is no 
record of you requesting a hearing with the office. If we are mistaken and you have dated 
documentation that you sent in requesting a hearing within the time frame allowed, please send 
that in and we will do our best to accommodate your request and to rectify this situation.  

If there is no record of such a request unfortunately in the shellfish regulations your time 
period for a hearing has passed and your grant has been forfeited.  

 7.13.3. Notification of Failure to Meet Minimal Requirements 
Subsequent to the filing of the annual report, the Constable will notify any  
License holder who, in the opinion of the Constable, has failed to meet the 
minimum requirements. The license holder has the right to appeal to the 
Selectboard within tow weeks after the notification. If no appeal is filed on a 
timely basis, the license will be forfeited.   

 
 As stated above, if you have any records of requesting a hearing in writing, please send 
that to the office at town hall and we will work with you to correct our mistake.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Wellfleet Selectboard  

http://www.wellfleet-ma.gov/


TOWN OF WELLFLEET 
     Town Hall 

300 Main Street 
   Wellfleet-ma.gov 

Telephone (508) 349-0300 ext. 1100 
Rebekah.eldridge@wellfleet-ma.gov 

 
SHELLFISH GRANT FORFEITURE APPEALS APPLICATION 

Application and Fee received by: ____________________________________________ 
                                                                (Agent for the Wellfleet Selectboard) 
Date: _________________________                                                                                                                                          OVER  

 
APPLICANT: _____________________________________________________  
   ADDRESS:   ______________________________________________________ 
                          ______________________________________________________ 
   PHONE:       ______________________________ 
   EMAIL:        ____________________________________________________ 
GRANT HOLDER:  
 
LOCATION OF GRANT YOU ARE APPEALING: ______________________________________________________ 
Section(s) of the Wellfleet Shellfish Regulations in which you 
Are appealing: ____________________________________________________ 
Grant License #: _________________________________________________  
 
  

Was issue discussed with the Shellfish Constable?    ____ YES (Date: ___________)       _____ NO 

Description of Project or Changes Proposed (please attach additional pages if needed):_________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
NOTICE:  The applicant shall provide seven (7) copies of this completed Application, either typewritten or printed 
clearly and legibly, and seven (7) copies of shellfish appeal requirement as required on page 2, and one digital copy 
sent to the email above. 

In addition, the Applicant shall pay a fee of one hundred seventy-five dollars ($175.00) for processing the application, 
notifying abutters and publication of legal notices of the Public Hearing. (Please make check payable to the Town of 
Wellfleet)  

                                   
SIGNATURE: ________________________________________________________   DATE: ______________________________ 
         (Grant License Holder)

                 FOR ADMINISTRATIVE USE ONLY 
 
PETITION #: ______________ 

DATE FILED WITH TOWN CLERK:               

           ________________________________  

 HEARING DATE: ___________________ 

  TIME: _____________ 

       



SHELLFISH APPEAL REQUIREMENTS  
 

2 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The Wellfleet Selectboard and the Wellfleet Shellfish Department work together to make sure all 
the Shellfish Regulations are followed. Below is a checklist for the grant holder to use to make sure 
all regulations are followed.  
 
 
THE BOARD REQUIRES THE FOLLOWING: 

_____ Proof of payment for grants ($25.00 per acre)  

_____ Date of Payment (required to be received each year by February 28th)  
_____ Proof of Grant Report submitted to the Shellfish Department (required by February 28th each 
year)  
_____ Documentation of Reports filed with the State as specified in the Shellfish Regulations 
_____ Proof of Productivity (equaling $1000 per year) 
_____ Copies of certified letters send from the Shellfish Constable  
_____ Copies of all documentation between the Shellfish Department and Grant License Holder 
_____ Copies of Grant Inspections done. 
 
All documents submitted with this appeal need to be time stamped by the town clerk.  
 
A hearing will be held within 90 days of the request 
 
The Selectboard’s office will provide minimum assistance through the appeal process 
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