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The “Curley Report”
• Comprehensive inventory of marine resources conducted by 

MADMF in 1968-69, has not been duplicated since



The “Curley Report”
• Reviewed available data on habitat, fisheries, human impacts



The “Curley Report”
• Systematic seine and trawl surveys of Wellfleet Harbor led to 

a comprehensive species inventory and baseline data



Pilot Study
• Systematic seine survey of Wellfleet Harbor with funds from 

a Friends of Herring River Donald Palladino Fellowship 



Pilot Study
• Fish species documented as of October 2020: Atlantic 

menhaden, Atlantic silverside, blueback herring, bluefish, 
mummichog, striped killifish



Pilot Study
• Fish species documented as of October 2020: Atlantic 

menhaden, Atlantic silverside, blueback herring, bluefish, 
mummichog, striped killifish



Pilot Study
• Over 1,500 Atlantic menhaden in a single seine haul at the 

town pier site during the August survey! Small fish, average 
length of subsampled catch 4.2 cm, i.e. 'peanut bunker'



Proposed Study
• Revisit Curley et al. systematic trawl survey sites, as well as a 

subset of CCS benthic habitat mapping stations



Proposed Study
• Monthly subtidal surveys April 2021 – March 2022

30’ sweep otter trawl, used by MADMF & CCS

R/V Kingfisher, 20’ (~7 m) center-console 
shallow-draft vessel, 90 hp outboard engine



Proposed Study
• Monthly subtidal surveys April 2021 – March 2022

Lightweight commercial bay scallop dredge



Proposed Study
• Monthly subtidal surveys April 2021 – March 2022

Additional sampling methods will include 
benthic grab samples, baited traps, and 
baited remote underwater video (BRUV)

https://www.gilisharkconservation.com/baited-remote-underwater-video-bruv/



Proposed Study
• Analytical approach, incorporating multiple data sets

Data from the pilot seine study and this project will be analyzed for comparison with 
previous studies and to develop an understanding of relationships between 
fish/shellfish species and their habitats. 



The Bigger Picture
• Establish a baseline, develop a framework for long-term 

monitoring, and make sure we’re asking the right questions!

https://provincetownindependent.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/De-La-Bruye%CC%80re-Dredge-Report-Bloom.jpg

https://www.mass.gov/files/styles/embedded_half_width/public/herring_river_looking_toward_east.jpg?itok=uM8QF7KS



https://coastalstudies.org/interdisciplinary/

The Bigger Picture
• Consider these results in a broader, ecosystem-level context


