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Executive Session 
Wellfleet Select Board Meeting 

Tuesday, October 12th, 2018, at 9 a.m. 
Town Hall Conference Room, 300 Main Street, Wellfleet MA 02667 

 
 
Select Board Members Present: Chair Janet Reinhart – Chair, Helen Miranda Wilson – Vice 
Chair, Justina Carlson – Clerk, Kathleen Bacon.  
 
Excused: Jerry Houk – excused.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 am by Janet Reinhart. 
 
Also Present: Dan Hoort - Town Administrator, Joseph Powers – Assistant Town 
Administrator / Town Clerk, Radu Luca – Executive Assistant to the Town Administrator. 
 

I. Open Session – for the purposes of entering and adjourning from Executive 
Session  

 
I move to go into executive session pursuant to M.GL. c.30A, Sec. 21 to consider the 
purchase, exchange, lease or value of real estate, if the chair so declares that an open 
meeting may have a detrimental effect on the negotiating position of the public body. 

• 3 Kendrick Avenue 
• Approval of executive session minutes of 8.14.18 and 10.9.18 
 

Motion: Reinhart  Second: Carlson  4-0-0. Motion carries. 
Roll Call Vote 
Reinhart yea 
Wilson yea 
Bacon yea 
Carlson yea 
 
 
 

II. Executive session - pursuant to M.GL. c.30A, Sec. 21 to consider the purchase, 
exchange, lease or value of real estate, if the chair so declares that an open meeting 
may have a detrimental effect on the negotiating position of the public body. 

• 3 Kendrick Avenue 
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Hoort said that (redacted) the Town would have to call for a Special Town Election.  A 
possible date would be early in December because of all the other elections happening in 
November. Powers said that he could clarify any questions the board might have pertaining 
to the election cycle.  
 
In the meantime, before the Special Election, we would have to have an appraisal and title 
search for the property. If the Special Election passes, the Selectboard would have a meeting 
and sign the order of taking over the property. The Town would have to take this property 
for a valid public purpose, which cannot be changed down the road in perpetuity. Bacon said 
that this property could be used to augmenting the Shellfishing industry by having an 
upweller installed. She also said that the Shellfishing industry is a $3.5 million industry in 
Wellfleet and that might be a better sale.  Wilson said that she had checked the area this 
morning to see whether there are any grants in the area (used for agricultural purposes). 
Also, it would be good to determine if the area is used for fishing / picking in the wild and it 
would be good to keep that property available for that and preserve that area from being 
contaminated, altered, etc. by various activities down the road. Carlson said that such 
activities or constructions would affect wildlife and grants in the area. Reinhart said we could 
use this parcel to protect the entire area. Bacon said that we shouldn’t focus on what a 
different owner would do with the property, but what we, the Town, would do with it. 
Powers said that the statute comes with a valid municipal public purpose, but whatever we 
come up with doesn’t necessarily mean it is a valid public purpose.  (Redacted) The Town’s 
due diligence done by the Town was in its own interest to preserve the area and property as 
much as possible. Bacon said that the strongest case for us to make is that this parcel is part 
of a more comprehensive coastal resilience and preserving plan. Wilson said she saw a 
detailed plan of what the property would look like with an upweller and plans of what 
Cooney and Mason would have pursued for the property. Carlson said that we could contact 
the Hay brothers and persuade them to do “the right thing” with the property. Bacon said, 
initially, after going before the Planning Board pertaining to 3 Kendrick Ave, she was not 
convinced that the Town should acquire this property and that our argument needs to be that 
acquiring this property would benefit the Town and generations to come. Wilson said that 
this strip of land would interrupt the intertitle area and that another way to approach this is 
to have an easement around the area. Wilson also said that undersized lots would 
automatically be morphed into the adjacent property under the same ownership and would 
become contiguous. Powers explained to the board the procedures and legalities around the 
federal and special election process and that, procedurally, it would be better for the 
Selectboard to meet on November 7 and call for a special election in December. Bacon said 
that the greater good will succeed as a result of this process.  
 

III. Approval of draft executive session minutes of 8.14.18 and 10.9.18 
 
I move to approve the executive session minutes of 8.14.18 as printed.  
Motion: Bacon  Second: Carlson  4-0-0. Motion carries. Wilson 
abstained because she didn’t read minutes. 
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Roll Call Vote 
Reinhart yea 
Wilson abstained 
Bacon yea 
Carlson yea 
 
I move to approve the executive session minutes of 10.9.18 as printed.  
Motion: Bacon  Second: Carlson  3-0-1. Motion carries. Wilson 
abstained because she didn’t read minutes. 
Roll Call Vote 
Reinhart yea 
Wilson abstained 
Bacon yea 
Carlson yea 
 
I move to come out of executive session and adjourn. 
Motion: Bacon  Second: Carlson  4-0-0. Motion carries.  
Roll Call Vote 
Reinhart yea 
Wilson yea 
Bacon yea 
Carlson yea 
Houk yea 
 
The executive session was adjourned at 10:15 am.  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Radu D. Luca, 
Executive Assistant to the Town Administrator 
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