


























TOWN OF WELLFLEET 
300 MAIN STREET WELLFLEET MASSACHUSETTS 02667 

Tel (508) 349-0300 Fax (508) 349-0305 
www.wellfleet-ma.gov 

 
To: Board of Selectmen 

From: BWC & Michaela Miteva, EA to the Town Administrator & WMWS Manager 

Subject: Status of the Water Tower Paint Spot Repairs 

Date: October 21, 2016 

CC: Dan Hoort, Town Administrator; Marilyn Crary, Town Accountant 

 

 

This provides the Board of Selectmen an update on the Water Tower Paint Spot Repair Project, 

which has been successfully completed, as detailed below. On August 23, 2016 the Board of 

Selectmen approved to enter into contract with Limerick Steeplejacks, Inc. for the basic bid 

price of $61,900 with two-year warranty. Funds were already available ($57,400 in  the 

Construction Fund budget and $4,500 encumbered in the Consultancy Fund), therefore the 

project did not require any borrowing.  

 

 8/24: The contract award and the notice to proceed was mailed to the winning bidder 

Limerick Steeplejacks, Inc. 

 8/25: An invitation was mailed out to all abutters within 500 ft radius of the Water 

Tower to attend an informational session with the Water Commissioners on 9/6 about 

the water Tower Spot Repair project.  

 9/6: The Board of Water Commissioners held an information session and no abutters 

attended. 

 9/6: The WMWS Manager called the abutter who had concerns last time. The abutter 

requested that no work is scheduled before September 14. The BWC was happy to 

honor this request.    

 9/7: BWC Chair Justina Carlson the WMWS Manager Michaela Miteva and Health and 

Conservation Agent Hillary Lemos met to discuss handling of possible complaints 

during the tank repair process. 

 9/14: WES Principal Mary Beth Rodman submitted concerns of the School Committee 

about the water tower paint project. 

 9/14: A pre-construction meeting was held with all involved parties. WES School 

Committee concerns were addressed and action plan identified.  

 9/15: A written response was sent to Principal Rodman. 

 9/15: Work began. 

 9/15, 9/16 and 9/22, 9/23 and 10/4: Site visits at the Water Tower site  

 9/22: Visited Mary Beth Rodman at WES to make sure the school community does not 

have issues with the water tower repairs. Principal Rodman was very pleased with the 

project and no concerns or issues were discussed.  

 9/23: On the last day of sandblasting two abutters verbally complained about sand on 

their property (cars and deck). One of the complaints was handled on site and the other 

at Town Hall. The WMWS Manager investigated what cased sand on their properties 

and found out that this was caused due to wind direction change on 9/21. The 



contractor and the WMWS Manager offered to wash cars of one of the abutters, but 

they did not find a need for it. The abutters were satisfied with the response and happy 

to hear that this was the last day for sandblasting operations; there was no need for 

further action.  

 10/4: The project was completed. The contractor performed more than the scope of 

work. The entire water tower was washed (scope of work was only requiring upped 

hemisphere); additional areas were found to need painting; doors and hatches were also 

painted. All this at no extra cost.  

 TBD: In Early November Haley & Ward civil engineers will perform annual tank 

inspections to monitor the status of the exterior condition of the coating.  

 

Background: The Wellfleet Municipal water tower began showing signs of rust and 

compromised paint on the exterior surface seams since early 2015. The water tower was built 

in 2010. The original method of seams surface preparation for primer and paint recommended 

by the manufacturer was abrasive sand blasting. The lower hemisphere was prepared by the 

manufacturer’s recommendation.  After an abutter’s complaint dated June 24, 2010, the Health 

Agent issued a Cease and Desist Order dated July 6, 2010. The Order required “all sand 

blasting to stop, until a process was clearly outlined, that eliminates air pollution and its 

associated affects on abutting properties.” An alternative method of surface preparation was 

proposed by the painting contractor, reviewed by the Engineer and approved by the Town. The 

alternative method involving chemical preparation and tool grinding was used for the upper 

hemisphere of the tower seams, where the signs of paint deterioration and rust became visible 

in the winter of 2015. The Board of Water Commissioners and Town Administration worked to 

procure and hire a contractor to complete the water tower paint spot repairs. 

 

 
























































































































































