
Wellfleet Cemetery Commission 

May 6, 2019 

Meeting Agenda 

Attended by Bonnie Robicheau, Nancy Vail, David Agger 

Current Agenda 
Reviewed and approved  April 1, 2019 meeting minutes  
 

OLD BUSINESS 

-David sent commissioners and Bob Devaney list of PG/Oakdale headstones to be repaired and 

stabilized in 2019. Devaney reported starting date in April and his understanding of the 

limitations of his contract. 

 

-Nancy reported on DPW request  to grade and reshell PH and Oakdale Cemetery roads. 

- Bonnie presented her research and ideas for new signage for Duck Creek and Boudro 

Cemeteries. 

She will get quote from makers of Taylor Hill signage completed two years ago. 

 Matt McPartland will provide quote  gate for Gross Hill entrance. After we receive quote, 

Bonnie will research options for paying for gate: DPW, Town Administrator, etc. 

 

-Nancy contacted Fougere and expressed concern that we maintain newly cleared sections with 

weeding and hydro-seeding (she will contact John Fougere). She contacted DPW and got 

affirmative for tapping into hydrant, for use with hydroseeding. 
 

-Annual Spring clean-up Saturday, May 11, 2019-Noon 

 Publicity 

 DPW-Nancy made request 

 Banner and Cape Codder-Nancy 

 Churches-Bonnie 

 COA-Bonnie 

 Hang banner at fire station-Bonnie and Richard hung the banner 

 AmeriCorps-David submitted request with positive response from AmeriCorps Wellfleet 

   House supervisor 

 Girl and Boy Scouts-David reported outreach to Wellfleet Girl Scout group  

 Wellfleet Historical Society-Bonnie arranged for announcement in their monthly e-mail  

 Water-David  

-Televising meetings 

Commission had another discussion about televised meetings; agreed to table decision 

 

-Cape-wide commissioner's meeting 

David recommended that Wellfleet organize a regional Cemetery Commissioners Meeting  for 

Lower/Outer Cape meeting for Late Fall/Winter 2019/2020 including towns between Brewster 

and Provincetown.  

David will send out email announcement and needs assessment when Assessor’s volunteer gets 

contact information. 



 

-Posting Cemetery maps, policies, maps on Town Website 

Nancy reported concern that existing cemetery maps might not be presentable for posting on 

Town website . We can post index, price list. We will table putting the maps on line until we 

can clean up the maps. 

David will create a new map of Section C when Bonnie or Nancy send him updated map. 

 

She will ask Town staff  (Courtney) are not able to meet our needs to create public access links 

from Cemetery Commission Town website for Cemetery maps, policies, and price lists, etc. 

 

-Green Burials 

 David will take the lead on researching local, commonwealth, and national laws and definitions 

governing green burials. 

David reported that Commonwealth stated that this is a local issue. David contacted Town 

Administrator and got permission to contact Wellfleet Town Counsel to request communication 

to research procedure to change Town policy on green burials. 

Text of email to Town Counsel, Carolyn Murray: 
Carolyn- 

I have permission from Dan Hoort to contact you regarding some policy/ordinance issues pertaining to the 

Town of Wellfleet cemeteries. 

 Over the past several years, there has been a minimal but consistent and growing interest by Town residents 

and summer visitors regarding "green burial options and opportunities" in the Town of Wellfleet cemeteries.  

At present, the Cemetery bylaws and procedures stipulate that all interred bodies in coffins must also be placed 

in a concrete vault below ground. We have no idea when this policy was put into effect  and the process 

followed to enact it. Cremains have no proscribed guidelines. The South Wellfleet Cemetery which is privately 

owned has a green burial policy that complies with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts guidelines that 

interred bodies must be "placed in an appropriate container."  

I contacted the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to inquire about jurisdiction and procedures if Town of 

Wellfleet wants to change burial policy regarding "burying a coffin without a concrete vault." They said it was 

a local matter and the Commonwealth had no jurisdiction.  

Please contact me so we may fully discuss this matter and your thoughts regarding moving  forward. 

Thanks again for your attention and assistance in this matter. 

David Agger,Town of Wellfleet Cemetery Commissioner 

Nancy and Bonnie again expressed concern about embalming fluids, drugs, and chemicals from 

medical Tx leaking into water table. 

Proposal for Green Burials:  

 No embalming and other preparation requirements 

 Marked vs. non-marked with headstones or corner markers, 

 Concrete vault optional 

 Deceased body in any “appropriate container” including wood, plastic, metal box,   

 cloth shroud  

 



Next meeting: TBD 

Minutes reported by David Agger                        Meeting adjourned at 2:50pm 


