SAMPLE LETTER TO YOUR LEGISLATOR

The sample letter below may be used to write any member of our local, state or federal government seeking support for the Dredging of Wellfleet Harbor. Addresses are included on the Ten Reasons to Dredge Wellfleet Harbor Info Sheet. Please feel free to personalize your letter to address your concerns on the Dredging issue.

	Your Name

Address

Wellfleet, MA  O2667

[Insert Date]

The Honorable [Insert Legislator’s Name]

Address

City, State Zip Code

Dear Rep./Senator [Insert Last Name]:

My name is [Insert Your Name] and I reside at [Insert Your Address] in Wellfleet, MA. 

I am writing to request your support for the dredging of Wellfleet Harbor. The harbor and the operation of its marina are crucial to the economy of Wellfleet and the safety of all who use the water for recreational or business purposes.  Dredging is necessary in order to provide safe, reliable navigation channels and adequate dock and mooring areas.

The harbor is non-functional during many hours of the day. This impacts recreational and commercial boaters, businesses and the shellfish industry. Local businesses, including the town’s tourist industry, have experienced a significant negative impact due to the present state of the harbor.
We anticipate that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will dredge the federal channel if funds become available. However, the bulk of the dredging project, which is located inside the harbor, has to be funded by other sources.   Historically, most of this cost has been funded by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts with Wellfleet providing some funds. The cost for this area which is not eligible for federal funding is estimated to be approximately twelve million dollars.

Wellfleet residents have provided funds for the required dredging studies and the permitting process. I urge you to join with Wellfleet’s officials and residents in a collaborative effort to explore possible sources of funding in state government that can be secured for this essential project.

Thank you for your time and considering my request.

Sincerely,

[Insert Your Name]


