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ELECTRIC Westwood, Massachuselts-02080
GAS

September 3, 2009

Wellfleet

Town Administrator Paul Sisloff
300, Main Street

Wellfleet, MA 02667

Dear Mr. Sieloff,

This letter is in response to our meeting held at the Wellfleet Town ITall on Septenber 1, 2000 regarding the issue
of NSTAR’s maintenance practices on the right-of-way in Wellfleet. I would like to thank.you for providing an
opportunity for NSTAR, Wellfleet residents, and the Town of Wellfleet public officials to discuss options pertaining to
‘the maintenance-of our rights-of-way.

Tt's imporfant to re-emphasize that NSTARs vegetation maintenance program is a thoughtful, well-run program.
that not only-follows:all state and federal regulations, butalso balances-the needs of ourneighbors with our responSJbﬂlty
to provide reliable:electric service. It has been thoroughly reviewed and approved by-all applicable state agencies-and we
ensured that proper notice of our plans-was provided o all interested parties. The vegetation mainfenance program is
also endorsed by the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species. Program, under the direction of Mass. Fish and Wildlife,
for proper environmental right-of-way stewardship and has numereus environmental benefits as discussed during the
informational meeting held in Eastham on Augnst. 12,2009:

We do understand the concern of the town regarding the ‘methods. used by NSTAR, and Wellflest’s expanded
coneern of the herbicide. and pesticide products used commercially and by residents: within your communi_t'y. It’s
important to note that, unlike many other applicators in Wellflest, we-arc highly visible and our programis regulated by
the state, 'Wé also use oily trained and licenised contractors duting the application of herbicide on the tghts-of-way.
Ouir own staff congists of licensed arborists Oversesing and mofiitofing the work peiformed, Agdin, I want to peint out.
that NS’I,‘AR has provxded the pmper documentatlon, obtamed apprmral and support fmm the: apphcable std’te agencles,
use of heﬂnc;des in the mamtenance of our nghts—of—way is spec;ﬁca’lly mcluded in the, r—:asemcnt agrecmonts with
Propérty owners. ' '

During the September 1, 2009 meeting with Wellleet officials it was made clear thiat the towiintends to explore 2
town-wide bai.on the use of herbicide and pcsticlde produéts. T & good faith efforf, NSTAR will postpotie oui
application 6f heibicide along our rights-of- -way in Wellflegt until June 2010, to allow Welifleet sufficiént tiine to
explore its-options. Please nndetstand that we mamitain ous rights, through easéments dnd slaté-agencics, fo. continué our
application of herbicide as outlined #ii our Yearly Operatiofial Plan (YOP) starting in hine 2019, unless a suitable
alternative plin i3 developed.

We appreciate your time and understanding 6f NSTAR’s responsibility to provide . gafe, Teliable clectiic seivige to
our custothers. I look forward to our continued cooperative efforts on this ssue.
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