Wellfleet Annual Town Meeting: April 27, 2015
If the proposed Plastic Bag Ban bylaw is approved, the effective date is: January 1, 2016

Summary: The bylaw would phase out single-use plastic shopping bags at Wellfleet retailers, markets, and
restaurants. Plastic produce bags, bakery bread bags, and deli counter baggies would not be affected by the
ban.

The EPA reports that only about 15% of plastic shopping bags are recycled; the remainder are incinerated,
buried in landfills, or end up as litter polluting the environment and endangering wildlife.

BEST PRACTICES for Wellfleet businesses
(working list)
1. Ask customers "Do you need a bag?"
2. Offer paper bags and phase out single-use plastic shopping bags
3. Offer reusable bags for purchase
4. Provide self-service produce bags near items that are prone to leak
5. For large orders, keep a few boxes or box tops on hand
6. Ask your suppliers to stock more eco-friendly options

7. Customers with reusable bags can opt to donate 5-cents to benefit local school,
charity/non-profit see myeco.com

8. Promote off-season sales with a weekly drawing for customers with reusable bags
(Trader Joe's offers $25 for free groceries)

9. Offer loyal customer rewards (punch card?) or consider a small credit to customers
with reusable bags

10. Explore cooperative bulk purchases with other Wellfleet businesses
- custom printed bag with 'Keep Wellfleet Green' or other slogan
- create a collectible Wellfleet-themed reusable bag or paper bag

For more ideas and resources for saving money and going green, please visit the Community
Development Partnership to learn about the 'Cape and Islands Green' certification program.
capecdp.org

Wellfleet Recycling Committee contacts
Lydia Vivante 508 349 6619 Lonni Briggs 508 349 2614



